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|p tha Claims 



Claims 1 to 7 (cancelled). 
' i /(amended) A system (or passing drilling nu,d during top-hole drilling In 
undewrater drilling operations comprising 

a seating device for mounting e^-temp**^ gverit drtillng hole .n seaied 
nation to the sunoundi^e sg^ to praven, leaKage of dri.ling fluid *om the drt«ing 
hole; 

a floating drilling vessel having et leas, one of e traatment plant for treating 
drilling fluid and a storage installation to receive drilling fluid; 

a, .east one pump module spaced from and connect to said sealing device to 
aflec. a differential pressor* .herein for pumping drilling flu* from said sealing devfce 
upward to said a. feast one of a saB tieatmen. plan, and a sgjd stooge Inflation on 
said vessel; and 

a line extending ton said pump module upwaraly * said a. least one of a 
batmen, plan, and a storage Installation on said vessel to conveyme dating fluid mom 
said pump module to said a. least one of a treatment pta. and a storage Instollaflon on 

said vessel. i 

^.(amended) A system as set forth In dalm/vherain said sealing device and 

aald pump module are inte-wnnected to form a suction and canalization module. 

^.(previously added) A system as set forth in claim /W comprising a 

submerged electric motor operative* connected to said pump to drive said pump. 
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4 >f*»*-y A system as set to* in «m/*-* - ^ 

gOT H an outlet pressure depend on me o<*an ^ and weight of the drilling 
fluid sufficient*, transport the drifllng fluid to said drilling vessel. 

^(amended) A medtod of processing drilling fluid from a drilling hole in an 
ueeanbed during »P-ho,e drifllng before a BOP is ^lled and a 

riser connect between the BOP mmSSZesM and a drilling vessel, said memod 

comprising the steps of 

rnounflng a sealing device sy erJ !a _ S «r^ <" ***** relatton * *" 
surroundings seaaeter on u te mplat e n f th e d ru m**** 

mounflng a. leas, one pump module in spaced relation to and connected to said 
sealing device to effect a differential pressure therein; 

proving an ouflet pressure for me drilling fluid based on said d«feren«al 
pressure and the ape* «**. wefch, o, mud to be transported and the ocean depth! 
and 

pumping drilling fluid from the seeing devtoe Wo a line extending upwardly to a. 
tea8t one of a treatment plan, and a storage Instollatton on a m «>"° vessel. 

^.(previously added) A memod as set forth m claim /wtuch further comprises 
the step of returning the drilling fluid from the drilling vesse|into the drilling bote. 

7 ^(amended) A mettod as set forth In claim jjT «hlch further emprises the 
step L dlrecung me drilling fluid from me dri»ing vessel into me ocean bad m spaced 
rete «on to me drilling hole «e*r» igrjnjedlaalnto a further drilling hole. 
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